
Kennedy, Reagan and After 

Joan Didion considers herself a slow writer, dreads the thought 
of finishing books that she has begun and finds the task made no 
easier by years of experience. just learned the computer.” she 
said in a telephone interview from her home in Los Angeles. 
“Somehow I had this fixed idea that it would not be right — that 
some mystery about writing would be lost But it's not So maybe 
this will make me faster.” 

Miami, the locale of her latest book (written on a typewriter), has 
fascinated her since the 1960's, when “a lot of interesting stuff 
started coming out with the Cubans” in the aftermath of the Bay of 
Pigs invasion and the assassination of President Kennedy. ”I was 
interested in the connections between Miami and Washington,” she 
said. In 1984. while on a visit of several weeks to Washington, much 
talk, she said, seemed to center on Reagan Administration policies 
toward Central America and Cuba. That led her to think about the 
role of Cuban exiles in Miami in putting those policies into action in 
present and past Administrations. 

She began visiting Miami in 1985^^ even though “I didn’t know what 
I was going to do exactly, I hadn’t found a focus.” She knew she 
wanted to include in whatever she decided to write a comparison of 
“the rhetoric of the Kennedy Administration and the rhetoric of the 
Reagan Admin^tration.” 

Miss Didion said she is always supposed to be working on a 
project and that she tends to get amdous if she is not at least 
committed to doing something. Now she would like to write about 
the Middle East; she and her husband, the writer John Gregory 
Donne, spent a month in Jerusalem and Jordan last spring. “I 
totally opened up." she said, “HI probably go out again next year.” 
What is it that draws her to warm climates? “I like moist, hot 
weather — it justs makes me feel better,” she said. “As a child, aU 
my fantasies took place in some imaginary rain forest." 
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Joan Didion in Los Angeles. 


